Survey of pneumococcal types in Israel, 1978-81.
The most common capsular types of Streptococcus pneumoniae that prevailed among 436 cultures isolated in Israel (1978 through 1981) were: 1, 14, 6B, 23F, 19A and 5. Among the 301 isolates from significant sources, 66.1% belonged to 14 capsular types that are included in available pneumococcal vaccines. Among those that were not included in these vaccines, the most frequent types were: 5, 19A and 6B. The addition of these three capsular polysaccharide types to the vaccine used in Israel would result in a vaccine coverage of approximately 85%.